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MFA Candidate 


Name: Benjamin Williamson _ 


My project is comprised of concentrated moments. The isolated instant recurs as a 
leitmotif, representing violence, beauty and the sublime. Carefully arranged, the pictures 
develop into a series of signs which imply connection, forming the narrative character of 


the show. 


Painting is a means of realizing images which are significant to me. The source of each 
particular picture less important than its resonance, what Roland Barthes termed the 
“punctum’. The web of meaning they form is the true subject matter of the show — a 


reflection of contemporary life. 


The formal aspects of my work provide a means of scrutinizing the relationships between 
subjects. Muted passages, delicately calibrated resolution and restraint fix the paintings to 
the constellation of my memories and give them their cinematic quality. Distilled to the 


essential, they are evidence of my experience of the world. 


These silent images exhibit a sense of disquiet, displacement and implied calamity. They 
are melancholic, wry, implicitly critical. Odd “caught” moments and barely-there paint 


application describe the ephemeral, transient present — the still. 
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